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Art in Clay
This year’s Art in Clay, held at Hatfield House on the 18th, 19th and
20th of August, was absolutely enthralling! The work on display was
exquisite and I found myself deeply inspired by it all. As a volunteer, I
was lucky enough to witness the talent, workmanship and creativity of
not just potters from Great Britain but also Europe.
If you missed the event this year, be sure to check it out next time. Without a doubt, you will have a fabulous time!
-Salma Shakir

The Barnet Collection executive committee comprises of Chairperson: Annie Arnold, (annie.whetstone@googlemail.com), Treasurer: Janet Tranter,
(tranterj@talktalk.net), Secretaries: Roxanne Glick (Roxanne.glick@btopenworld.com), Linda Hails (linda@bentleyheathfarm.co.uk). Items for the
newsletter should be sent to Salma Shakir, (barnetc.newsletter@gmail.com) before the 25th of each month.

Artist of the Month

Vivienne Rodwell Davies
I am a wife and mother of three, and have been a potter, a teacher, and an artist since I was
at Camberwell College of Art in the 70's where I studied ceramics and silversmithing. I
have always worked part time at various colleges teaching Foundation Diploma, City &
Guilds in ceramics, fine art, print & drawing. I was an external examiner for City & Guilds
for 11 years in many disciplines. I am a member of many art societies including The London Potters and Dacorum & Chiltern Potters Guild, where I have demonstrated throwing &
hand building. I regularly exhibit & demonstrate at many venues.
What do you like about working with clay?
I just love the flexibility and versatility of clay. Throwing and turning are possibly my favourite techniques. I love working with live flame kilns as well.

How has your practice
changed?
I think I have become more adventurous with time.
What art do you most identify with?
That would be ceramics and drawing.
What work have you enjoyed most?
Working with a Silversmith to produce a ceramic piece to compliment his silver
for a compilation called 'Fit for Purpose' to be exhibited at the V&A Museum.
What is your favourite work?
I admire the work of David Hockney and his ethos towards work. Also Giacometti with his elongated textured bodies and characterful
expressive heads.
What is your scariest experience?
Seeing the door blow off a gas kiln at Camberwell Art College!
What jobs have you done other than being an artist?
I worked on window displays for Marshall & Snelgrove, Debenhams and Miss Selfridge for 5
years before I went to college.
What is your artistic outlook on life?
I love being out and about, whether in a city or in the countryside. Trees, water, sea, rock formations, all of these fascinate me. I love swimming outdoors, playing tennis, cycling and gardening.
What do you dislike about your work?
Lots of things - I am not too keen on glazing unless it is salt & soda or Raku.
What is the best piece of advice you have been given?
Look and look again.
Should art be funded?
Yes without a doubt - beneficial to everybody.

