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Artist of the Month

Dawn Isaacs
My involvement with pottery began when I was thirty and living in Cape Town, South Africa. I was
only there for six months, but the abundance of pottery workshops lured me in and I was completely hooked to creating with clay! My journey of discovering the creativity of clay had begun
and when I moved to Israel, I continued to sign up for part-time pottery classes with a passion. On
my return to Cambridge, after eleven years in Israel, I was able to enrol in an Honours Degree programme at Westminster University in Harrow. Since my graduation I have been making and selling
my pieces along with teaching.
For me creating something out of nothing is most satisfying, and transforming a lump of clay into
something ethereal is just exquisite.
What is important to me about what I make?
Things which are pleasing to my eye...it doesn’t
necessarily have to please anyone else!
Raku firing for me is the most exciting technique.
Not knowing how a glaze is going to appear after
firing, the way glazes tend to react and yield completely different colours, depending on whether it
is oxidised or reduced.
What interests you besides working with clay?
I have been singing solo in a blues band for the past ten years. It’s amazing how many musicians I
meet who are equally attracted to and involved with art and crafts as they are with music.
The best thing I have ever accomplished.
I have to say are my two sons...they far exceed anything I have created with clay. They are my inspiration!
My favourite work.
My favourite work is a photograph from the 1960’s. The simple and raw beauty of a ballet poster illustrating a tatty and torn pair of leg-warmers
by a photographer named Harvey Edwards.
Secondly, a David Attenborough interview with Lucie Rie, which is on video at the Victoria & Albert museum.
Best piece of advice ever given.
To treat every day as if it’s my last. Not that I always do it, but I understand the sentiment behind it.

